
 
	

	
 

 

 
Gathering Meditation — 

 
God has paid us the intolerable compliment of loving us, in the deepest, 
most tragic, most inexorable sense. 

 
C. S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain 
 

 



First Presbyterian Church 
March 11, 2018  •  8:30 and 10:00 a.m.  

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

We Gather to Worship God 
 
Prelude  Organ Sonata 1: Adagio – Felix Mendelssohn Mark Cole, organ 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle  

Leader: We gather as Christ’s people. 
People: May his light guide us in our worship and service. 
 

Words of Praise  
Leader: God so loved the world, 
People: That he gave his only Son 
Leader: God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,  
People: But in order that the world might be saved through him. 
Leader: Let us praise the God who loves us this much! 

 
*  Hymn of Praise #302, verses 1, 3, 5  “I Danced in the Morning” 

 
Anthem (10:00) “What Wondrous Love is This” – arr. Susan E. Geschke 
  Alleluia Bells 
 
Children’s Message (10:00) 

 
Dismissal to Sunday School (10:00) 

Dismissal Song (3-year-olds through 8th grade go to their classes) 
On the repeat, women enter one measure later to form a round 

 
Words of Welcome 
 
Call to Confession   

 
Prayer of Confession  

Loving God, you break into the world to shower your grace on all people. You came in the person of 
your Son to announce your endless care. But you also came in Jesus to let each of us know that we are 
loved individually, that you single us out to receive your compassion. But so much gets in the way of 
our accepting your focused gifts, of believing that you beckon each of us into a life-altering 
relationship with you. So forgive our inability to receive your gifts. Then open our hands and hearts to 
welcome the love you promise to us. Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon 

Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 
*  Response Verse 3 of hymn #229, “From All That Dwell Below the Skies” 

Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord; Eternal truth attends Thy word;  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore, till suns shall rise and set no more.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 



*  Sharing the Peace (Let us bless one another with the peace of Christ.)   
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Anthem (8:30)   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” – Gilbert M. Martin 
  Grace Notes 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 
Prayer for Illumination (unison)  

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me; spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
Old Testament Lesson   Genesis 17:1-7 

Leader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
New Testament Lesson (insert)  Mark 1:16-20 

Leader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn of Preparation #82  “O Lamb of God Most Holy” 
 
Sermon “Me? Really? Me?” Bill Getman 
 
  We Respond in Faith 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

God seeks in holy love to save His people from aimlessness and sin. 
In Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Lord: He has come to us, shared our common lot, 

conquered sin and death, and reconciled the world to Himself. 
He calls us into the church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be His servants in the 

service of others, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil.   
He promises to all who trust Him forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage in the 

struggle for justice and peace, His presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in His 
Kingdom, which has no end.   

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
Prayers for the People and the Lord’s Prayer   
 
Offering   

Offertory (8:30) Reflection on “What A Friend We Have in Jesus” – Robert Hobby 
 Mark Cole, organ 

 

(10:00)  “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus” – arr. Dan Forrest 
 Chancel Choir  
  

*Doxology 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 

We Go Forth into the World 
 
*  Hymn of Dedication #488  “The God of Abraham Praise” 
 
*  Benediction and People’s Amen 
 
Postlude  “Jerusalem My Happy Home” – Richard Proulx Mark Cole, organ 

 

(The congregation is invited to be seated to listen to the Postlude) 
    *  Those who are able, please stand  



First Presbyterian Church 
20 King’s Highway East, Haddonfield, NJ  08033   856-429-1960  www.haddonfieldpres.org 

 
Rev. Bill Getman, Pastor and Head of Staff – bgetman@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rev. Laura Colee, Interim Associate Pastor – lcolee@haddonfieldpres.org 
Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 
Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Christian Education – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 
Beth Thomas, Financial Secretary – bthomas@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 
Elizabeth Kessler, Receptionist 

Mike Richardson, Custodian 
Barb Sewall, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 
 

You are invited to become a part of the First Presbyterian Church family!  If you’re interested in discovering 
more about this congregation, please contact Bill Getman at 856-429-1960 or bgetman@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
The flowers you see in worship are donated by church members in memory of or in honor of loved ones. If 
you would like to honor someone in this way, please contact Betsy Anderson, esa1012@aol.com. 
 
Large print Bibles and hymnals are available in the rear of the Sanctuary. 
 
A fully accessible restroom is available near the rear of the Sanctuary. 
 
Our morning worship is live-streamed each Sunday and is accessible at www.haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
A pulse oximeter and automated external defibrillator are available in the hallway between the Sanctuary and 
the Parlor. 
 

Church Hours 
 

Sunday Worship Times 
8:30 a.m. in the Chapel 

10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Dinner Church 5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Church Building Hours: 
Monday through Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday, Closed 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Our Vision Statement 
OUR VISION – 
 Hearts Open to Christ — Doors Opening to His World 
 
OUR MISSION – 
 First Presbyterian Church is a home for your heart.  We honor and care for all people, acting as 
family in Christ. We are open and welcoming, supporting all people wherever they are in their faith 
journey.  We provide opportunities for spiritual growth and fellowship through worship, study and 
prayer.  We reach out beyond our walls to share the good news of Christ’s redeeming power and to help 
those in need in our community and our world. 


